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n 31st of March, a successful web-conferencing session on water

management in Japan and Sri Lanka was conducted with participation of
young water professionals (YWP). This event was collaboratively organized by
Japan-YWP, Sri Lanka Students’ Association in Japan, Nihon Suido Consultants
(NSC) and University of Peradeniya (UoP), Sri Lanka. The session was
conducted as part of a conference titled “Sri Lanka-Japan Collaborative
Research”. Participants from Japan and Sri Lanka were gathered at web-
conferencing facilities of the University of Tokyo and UoP, respectively.

It was a wonderful opportunity to share experiences and opinions of people
from young generation with different backgrounds. Apart from the discussionsTunga FALBAY 7 ¥ A O
among YWP, high school students from Japan and Sri Lanka shared their
experiences on water quality monitoring with “World Water Monitoring Challenge (WWMC) test kit”. As a participant
from Japan, I was able to experience an informative introduction and discussion about Sri Lanka by Tunga-San.
During his speech, he elaborated many valuable points for young water professionals to understand the differences of
Sri Lankan society. A similar interesting demonstration about Japan was conducted by Takeda-San (Veolia) at UoP for
Sri Lankans.

Then, informative presentations on water management in both countries were lasted for few more hours.
Commencing the session, Matsubara-San (NSC) introduced Japan-YWP as “Platform for integration and alliance of
young water professionals in Japan”. Sri Lankan audience while grasping the essence of his speech was inspired of
having a similar YWP association for them. Weragoda-San shared a low cost pollution management example in Kandy
Lake. This gave new insights on the appropriate low cost technologies to tropical developing countries. From
Japanese side, Tobe-San (NSC) elaborated on water quality simulation modeling and evaluation of purification
measures with the case study on Lake Sanaru.

Students (Yuya-Kun, Shotaro-Kun and Sato-San) from Fukushima National College shared their experience on water
quality monitoring with WWM test kit. A similar work conducted by Mahamaya Girls College and UoP was presented
by Ishanka-Kun. It was a wonderful experience to see similar type of work conducted at two different locations away
from 7000 kilometers.

World café — - World Café and group discussions [organized
by, Nagata-San (Tokyo waterworks) and
Tanaka-San (Metawater)] provided a platform
to extend and sharpen the thoughts of YWPs
at both ends. Cups of Ceylon tea and ginger
cookies from Sri Lanka [of course not
watching though web, but actually served by
Orikasa-San (Iwatani)] were fantastic

treatment to satisfy the taste buds of Japanese
World Café Okt crowd.
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